
Family Portrait - Aberdeen and Glasgow 
The Berni family, who settled in Aberdeen in the early 1900s,
were prominent café owners bringing the taste of Italy to
Scotland. Hailing from Borgotaro, Giulio Berni (my great-
grandfather) left his small-town life in his early teens in the
early 1890s, travelled on foot through northern Italy and
France, finally boarding a ship to New York. There he settled in
Little Italy, working as a labourer and “fabaier” before honing
his skills as an ice cream maker. In 1907, Maria Beltrami (my
great-grandmother), 17, also from Borgotaro, arrived. Giulio
and Maria met under the Brooklyn Bridge, married, and had
Luisa Berni (my grandmother) in 1912.

La famiglia Berni, che si stabilì ad Aberdeen nei primi del
‘900, era nota per i suoi caffè, portando i sapori dell’Italia in
Scozia. Originario di Borgotaro, Giulio Berni (mio bisnonno)
lasciò la vita del suo piccolo paese nei primi anni
dell’adolescenza, all’inizio degli anni ’90 dell’Ottocento,
attraversò a piedi il Nord Italia e la Francia e infine salpò per
New York. Lì si stabilì a Little Italy, lavorando come manovale
e “fabaier” prima di perfezionare le sue abilità come
gelataio. Nel 1907 arrivò Maria Beltrami (mia bisnonna), 17
anni, anch’essa di Borgotaro. Giulio e Maria si incontrarono
sotto il Brooklyn Bridge, si sposarono e nel 1912 nacque Luisa
Berni (mia nonna).

Giulio and Maria returned to Italy, leaving Luisa
with her grandparents, whom she believed were
her parents. In the late 1920s, Luisa joined her
parents in Aberdeen. She later married my
grandfather, Demetrio De Cecco, and opened a
fruit and veg shop on Woodlands Road in Glasgow.
Giulio ran cafés in Aberdeen until his retirement in
his late 60s and passed at the great age of 101. 

Giulio e Maria tornarono in Italia, lasciando Luisa
ai nonni, che lei credeva fossero i suoi genitori. Alla
fine degli anni ’20, Luisa raggiunse i genitori ad
Aberdeen. In seguito sposò mio nonno, Demetrio
De Cecco, e aprì un negozio di frutta e verdura in
Woodlands Road a Glasgow. Giulio gestì caffè ad
Aberdeen fino al pensionamento, avvenuto verso i
60 anni, e morì all’età di 101 anni.

Giulio leading the town procession in Borgo Val Di Taro (Borgotaro)

Giulio Berni.

Wedding of Luisa Berni to Demetrio De Cecco.

Luisa with best friends enjoying a regular drink at Casa D’Italia.

Celebrating Giulio’s 100th birthday 1976.
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